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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11 filed on 1 1/05/2007 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicants arguments with respect to claim 1 are as follows. "In Claim 1 as 
amended, the references of Peters, Newman, Steinstra, Camara, and Collins do not 
teach, either individually or in combination, momentary switches attributed to 
audio/video clips and used for selecting an audio/video clip. These references do not 
teach on/off switches attributed to special effects. These references do not teach these 
switches on a portable instrument where the portable instrument is used for processing 
audio/video clips in real time. Camara and Collins do not teach, either individually or in 
combination, a portable instrument having outputting means for outputting processed 
audio/video clips in real-time. Steinstra, Camara, and Collins do not teach, either 
individually or in combination, applying a special effect to a selected audio/video clip." 

In response, examiner refers to Lo (US 6052472) that teaches momentary 
switches attributed to audio/video clips and used for selecting an audio/video clip (fig 5, 
14, col 2, line 62 - col 3, line 2). Komata (US 6760041) teaches on/off switches 
attributed to special effects (col 1, lines 46-51, zoom-in and zoom-out illustrates 
special effects). Newman et al (US 6154600) teaches the portable instrument is used 
for processing audio/video clips in real time (fig 2B, portable remote control and col 11, 
lines 31 - 34, output at real-time rates) 

Applicants arguments with respect to claim 7 are as follows. "In Claim 7 as 
amended, the references of Peters, Newman, Steinstra, Camara, and Collins do not 
teach, either individually or in combination, associating a plurality of momentary 
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switches to a plurality of audio/video clips, each momentary switch to a particular 
audio/video clip. In Peters, buttons are contemplated that additional buttons be provided 
so that a user may program their functionality, but does not teach the discovery of 
associating a momentary button to a particular audio/video clip. Newman's switches are 
not used for selecting clips, they representing capture functions, such as 'record', 'play', 
'stop' and 'pause'. Peters, Newman, Steinstra, Camara, and Collins do not teach, either 
individually or in combination, associating a plurality of on/off switches to a plurality of 
special effects, each on/off switch to a special effect. Steinstra, Camara, and Collins do 
not teach, either individually or in combination, selecting for processing audio/video clips 
from a plurality of audio/video clips, based on a selected momentary switch selected 
from the plurality of momentary switches. Newman does not teach a computer readable 
medium having a computer readable program." 

In response, examiner refers to Lo above for momentary switches and to 
Newman for a plurality of switches to a plurality of audio/video clips, each switch to a 
particular audio/video clip (fig 2b, col 6, lines 25 - 30 illustrating plurality of keys and col 
14, lines 10-14 illustrates captured clips). Komata above refers to on/off switches to 
special effects (fig 5, col 6, lines 7 - 25). Previous office action mentioned that Newman 
does not teach a computer readable medium having a computer readable program but 
Peters (US 55771900) does. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1 - 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Newman et al (US 6154600) in view of Lo (US 6052472) and further in view of 
Komata (US 6760041) 

Regarding claim 1 Newman et al discloses a portable instrument (figure 1, 122 
and 124, col 6, line 19-20, main unit 122 and remote control 124 act as a portable 
instrument) for processing (col 5, line 63, non-linear editing system) audio/video (figure 
4a, 162, col 7, line 5, a video signal input 162, and 164, col 7, lines 6 - 7, an audio 
signal input 164) clips (col 13, lines 65 - 67, audio/video clips) in real time (fig 2B, 
portable remote control and col 11, lines 31 - 34, output at real-time rates) said 
instrument comprising: 

processing means for processing said audio/video clips (figure 5, 200, col 7, lines 
25 - 26, non-linear editor 200 acts a s a processing unit) 

storage means for storing a plurality of said audioA/ideo clips and a plurality of 
special effects (figure 5, 222 and figure 13, 552, col 16, lines 59 - 62, illustrate storing 
input audio/video clips with special effects) 

first selecting means for selecting a clip from said plurality of audio/video clip 
(figure 8, 380, col 14, lines 11-14, illustrate selecting a clip) 

second selecting means for selecting a special effect from said plurality of special 
effects (figure 8, 386, col 14, lines 34 - 36, illustrate selecting special effects) and 

outputting means for outputting the processed audio/video clips in real time (col 
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8, lines 34 - 39, illustrate outputting processed clips in real time to a television set) 

However Newman does not disclose wlierein said first selecting means 
comprises one or more momentary switches, each of the one or more momentary 
switches attributed to a audio/video clip; wherein said second selecting means 
comprises one or more on/off switches, each of the one or more on/off switches 
attributed to a special effect; and wherein said processing means applies said selected 
special effect to said selected audio/video clip. 

On the other hand Lo teaches wherein said first selecting means comprises one 

or more momentary switches, each of the one or more momentary switches attributed 

to a audio/video clip (fig 5, 14, col 2, line 62 - col 3, line 2) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate wherein said first selecting means comprises one or more 

momentary switches, each of the one or more momentary switches attributed to a 

audio/video clip as taught by Lo in the system of Newman et al in order to facilitate 

easy operation and effectively save available space. 

The combination of Newman et al and Lo does not disclose wherein said second 

selecting means comprises one or more on/off switches, each of the one or more on/off 

switches attributed to a special effect and wherein said processing means applies said 

selected special effect to said selected audio/video clip 

On the other hand Komata teaches wherein said second selecting means 

comprises one or more on/off switches, each of the one or more on/off switches 

attributed to a special effect (col1 , lines 46 - 51 , zoom-in and zoom-out illustrates 

special effects) and wherein said processing means applies said selected special effect 

to said selected audio/video clip (abstract) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate wherein said second selecting means comprises one or more 
on/off switches, each of the one or more on/off switches attributed to a special effect; 
and wherein said processing means applies said selected special effect to said 
selected audio/video clip as taught by Komata in the combined system of Newman et 
al and Lo in order to provide instructions for effective commands for modifications 

Regarding claim 2 Newman et al discloses the portable instrument further 
comprising a receiving means for receiving said audio/video clips (col 7, lines 26 - 28, 
illustrate the receiving function) 

Regarding claim 3 Newman et al discloses the portable instrument wherein said 
receiving means is a wireless receiving means (figure 1, 106, col 6, lines 8-12, 
illustrate wireless links 106) 

Regarding claim 4 Newman et al discloses the portable instrument further 
comprising a transmitting means for transmitting the processed audio/video clips (col 
8, lines 34 - 39, illustrate outputting processed clips in real time to a television set) 

Regarding claim 5 Newman et al discloses the portable instrument wherein said 
transmitting means is a wireless transmitting means (figure 1, 106, col 6, lines 8-12, 
illustrate wireless links 106) 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peters 
(US 5577190) in view of Komata (US 6760041) 

Regarding claim 7, Peters discloses a computer readable medium having a 
computer readable program, (col 4, lines 56 - 58) said program comprising the steps 
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of: 

associating a plurality of momentary switches to a plurality of audio/video clips, 
each momentary switch to a particular audio/video clip (fig 7, 54, 56 and 58, col 12, 
line 61 - 65) 

receiving a plurality of said audio/video clips and a plurality of said special effects 
(col 53-61) 

storing said plurality of said audio/video clips and said plurality of special effects 
(fig 1, 20. lines 41 -61) 

selecting for processing said audio/video clip from said plurality of audio/video 
clips based on a selected momentary switch of said plurality of momentary switches (fig 
5A, 5B, col 11, line 1 to col 12 line 2 and col 13, lines 58 to col 14, line 4) 

selecting for applying a special effect from said plurality of special effects, based 
on a selected on/off switch of said plurality of on/off switches (fig 5A, 5B, col 11, line 1 to 
col 12 line 2 and col 13, lines 58 to col 14, line 4) 

applying the selected special effect to the selected audio/video clip to generate a 
resultant audio/video clip (fig 5A, 5B, col 11, line 1 to col 12 line 2 and col 13, lines 48 - 
57 ) and 

outputting said resultant audio/video clip (col 3, lines 36 - 47 and col 13, lines 58 
to col 14, line 4 

However, Peters does not disclose associating a plurality of on/off switches to a 
plurality of special effects, each on/off switch to a special effect; 

Komata on the other hand teaches associating a plurality of on/off switches to a 
plurality of special effects, each on/off switch to a special effect (col 1 , lines 46 - 51 , 
zoom-in and zoom-out illustrates special effects). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 

invention to incorporate associating a plurality of on/off switches to a plurality of special 

effects, each on/off switch to a special effect as taught by Komata in the system of 

Peters in order to provide instructions for effective commands for modifications 

5. Claim 8 ia rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Newman 
k 

et al (US 6154600) in view of Lo ( US 6052472) and further in view of Komata (US 
6760041) and still further in view of Peters (US 5577190) and still further in view of 
Subotnick (US 2003/0159567) 

Regarding claim 8, Newman et al discloses a performance apparatus for mixing 
(col 1 1 , lines 40 - 42) and playing (col 1 1 , lines 63 - 66) multimedia clips (col 5, lines 46 
-60) comprising: 

a portable performance device (fig 1, 124, remote control) further comprising: 
wherein said processing circuitry is capable of outputting the processed clip (col 8, lines 
34 - 39, illustrate outputting processed clips in real time to a television set) 

However Newman et al does not disclose one or more first switches disposed on 
said device; one or more second switches disposed on said device; wherein said first 
switches and said second switches are configured for receiving musical gestures; 
wherein said first switches are attributed to one or more clips; and wherein said second 
switches are attributed to one or more effects; and processing circuitry in 
communication with said first switches and said second switches capable of 
processing a clip that has been attributed from a selected first switch and capable of 
applying to the clip an effect that has been selected from a second switch, whereby a 
processed clip is produced; 

On the other hand Lo teaches one or more first switches disposed on said 
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device; wherein said first switches are attributed to one or more clips 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate one or more first switches disposed on said device; wherein 
said first switches are attributed to one or more clips as taught by Lo in the system of 
Newman et al in order to effectively save the available space on the instrument. 

The combination of Newman et al and Lo does not disclose one or more second 
switches disposed on said device; wherein said second switches are attributed to one or 
more effects 

On the other hand Komata teaches one or more second switches disposed on 
said device wherein said second switches are attributed to one or more effects (col 1 , 
lines 46-51, zoom-in and zoom-out illustrates special effects). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate one or more second switches disposed on said device; wherein 
said second switches are attributed to one or more effects as taught by Komata in the 
combined system of Newman et al and Lo in order to provide instructions for effective 
commands for modifications 

The combination of Newman et al, Lo and Komata does not disclose processing 
circuitry in communication with switches capable of processing a clip that has been 
attributed from a selected first switch and capable of applying to the clip an effect that 
has been selected from a second switch, whereby a processed clip is produced 

On the other hand Peter teaches processing circuitry in communication with 
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switches capable of processing a clip tliat has been attributed from a selected first 
switch and capable of applying to the clip an effect that has been selected from a 
second switch, whereby a processed clip is produced (fig 5A, 5B, col 1 1, line 1 to col 12 
line 2 and col 13, lines 58 to col 14, line 4) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate processing circuitry in communication with switches capable of 
processing a clip that has been attributed from a selected first switch and capable of 
applying to the clip an effect that has been selected from a second switch, whereby a 
processed clip is produced as taught by Peters in the combined system of Newman et 
al, Lo and Komata in order to manipulate the stored material and so that it could be 
displayed, recorded and played back. 

The combination of Newman et al, Lo, Komata and Peters do not disclose 
switches configured for receiving musical gestures 

On the other hand Subotnick teaches switches configured for receiving musical 
gestures 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate switches configured for receiving musical gestures as taught 
by Subotnick in the combined system of Newman et al, Lo and Komata and Peters in 
order to enable the user to enhance the interactive nature of the system and provide 
the ability to alter the effect of a given gesture. 

Claim 11 is rejected based on claim 8 above 
6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Newman 
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etal (US 6154600) in view of Lo (US 6052472) and further in view of Komata (US 
6760041) and further in view of Morez et al (US 3902397) 

Regarding claim 9 Newman et al discloses the portable instrument as shown 
above except one or more potentiometers, each associated to a special effect, 
whereby the special effect may be adjusted. 

On the other hand Morez et al teaches one or more potentiometers (col 9, line 63 
to col 10 line 1) each associated to a special effect (col 10, lines 29 - 34) whereby the 
special effect may be adjusted (col 14, lines 21-31) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate one or more potentiometers, each associated to a special 
effect, whereby the special effect may be adjusted as taught by Morez et al in the 
combined system of Newman et al, Lo and Komata in order to enable simplification of 
the control functions of the musical instrument 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peters 
(US 5577190) in view of Komata (US 6760041) and further in view of Morez et al (US 
3902397) 

Regarding claim 10, Peters and Komata disclose a computer readable medium 
(see claim 7 above) except above except one or more potentiometers, each associated 
to a special effect, whereby the special effect may be adjusted 

On the other hand Morez et al teaches one or more potentiometers (col 9, line 63 
to col 10 line 1) each associated to a special effect (col 10, lines 29 - 34) whereby the 
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special effect may be adjusted (col 14, lines 21-31) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate one or more potentiometers, each associated to a special 
effect, whereby the special effect may be adjusted as taught by Morez et al in the 
combined system of Peteris and Komata in order to enable simplification of the control 
functions of the musical instrument 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure 

Lakhansingh (US 2006/0245741) discloses a digital entertainment recorder. 

Georges (US 7078609) discloses an interactive digital music recorder and player. 

Zimmerman et al (US 5488196) discloses an electronic musical re-performance 
and editing system. 

Stienstra (US 2004/0174431) discloses a device for interacting with real-time 
streams of content. 

Camara et al (US 7039727) discloses a system and method for controlling mass 
storage class digital imaging devices. 

Collins et al (US 5855483) discloses an interactive play with computer. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner sliould be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose teleplione number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infomiation system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



S.Y.H. 
1/15/2008 



